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(H, CPA, CP) 

Advanced  

Placement 

U.S 

History 

 

 

 

Elective (Optional)  

Elective 
(Optional) 

12th Grade                             Elective(s) 
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HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 

Since the social studies encompass so much of human activity, the department makes use of the skills and 

information imparted by all the secondary-level academic departments: the arts, languages, sciences, and 

mathematics.  Most importantly, it demands analytical reading and clear, insightful writing. 
 

The intellectual skills special to history include the following: the ability to understand and to produce 

narration, the awareness of chronology and geography, the acquisition of important detail and its placement in 

larger contexts, and the comparison of events from different times and places. Social studies courses follow the 

standards and themes described in the Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework.  The 

academic and civic expectations from Tantasqua’s Core Values and Beliefs are embedded in the course 

curriculum. 
 

Tantasqua students are expected to read regularly assigned materials from textbooks and other sources, take 

notes on information presented in class, participate in class discussions, make oral and visual presentations, take 

written quizzes and tests, and write research-based essays. 
 

In order to accomplish these goals, the History/Social Studies Department requires all students to take and pass 

World History as freshmen, United States History I or AP United States History as sophomores, and United 

States History II (excluding AP United States History students) as juniors in order to graduate. 

 

 

CORE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

 World History (H, CPA, CP)                            

                                    United States History I (H, CPA, CP)                                 

                                    United States History II (H, CPA, CP) 

                                    Advanced Placement United States History 

                

         

ELECTIVE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

 Advanced Placement Comparative Government and Politics (AP)  

 Advanced Placement Psychology (AP)   

 Art History (H, CPA) 

                                    Conflict and Coexistence (H, CPA) (Offered 2019-2020)                           

                                    Dynamics of Democracy (H, CPA)   

                                    Economics (H, CPA) 

                                    Global Challenges for the 21st Century (H, CPA) (Offered 2019-2020)            

 Principles of Psychology (H, CPA)                                  

 Sociology (CPA)   

                                    Wars and Revolutions (H, CPA)      

                                    We the People: Law and Civics in America (H, CPA)        
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CORE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 

TITLE: World History 

COURSE NO: (CPA) 0403 (CP) 0404 

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): CPA, CP 

PREREQUISITES: None 

GRADE(S): 9 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  This course challenges students to investigate global perspectives regarding 

civilizations, cultures, and societies from The Renaissance through The Cold War.  Students will think 

critically, analyze and process information, research historical sources, as well as develop an understanding of 

time and chronological relationships.  Students taking this course will develop an understanding of course 

content, exhibit the ability to read and interpret graphical information, locate continents, countries, and cities, as 

well as show an awareness of current events.  All students will be required to write a formal research paper 

connected to course topic or theme. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:   World History 

COURSE NO: (H) 0405 

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): H 

PREREQUISITES: Teacher recommendation 

GRADE(S): 9 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  World History (H) is designed to challenge the serious college bound student.  

Students enrolled in this course will examine forces that shape society, exploring the political, social, economic, 

cultural, and religious histories of world civilizations from The Renaissance through The Cold War.  

Specialized vocabulary, which is essential to an understanding of World History, is integrated into these areas 

of study.  Students are expected to recognize broad historical themes, understand inferences and implications, 

interpret primary source data, identify parallel situations, and integrate new information with prior knowledge.  

All students will be required to write a formal research paper connected to course topic or theme. 
 

Students enrolled in this course should be able to read and write at or above grade level and should be able to 

draw inferences and conclusions from primary source readings.  Extensive reading is required.  Students will 

take part in historical simulations, plays, projects, and classroom discussions, as well as complete research 

activities that will culminate in oral and written reports.  Students will also demonstrate the ability to use 

technology as a tool to enhance social studies skills.  Active class participation is essential to succeed in this 

class. 
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Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:  United States History I 

COURSE NO.: (CPA) 0421 (CP) 0422 

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): CPA, CP 

PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of World History (CPA or CP) 

GRADE(S): 10 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  United States History I covers the history of the United States from 

Colonization to the turn of the twentieth century.  Special emphasis will be placed on the Constitution. Students 

will make connections between the present day and historical events and trends.  Students taking this course 

will be expected to increase their understanding of fundamental civic concepts, knowledge of geography, and 

skills in reading and analyzing primary sources, graphs, and cartoons.  In addition, students will acquire a broad 

knowledge of current events, specialized social studies vocabulary, and economic concepts.  All students will be 

required to write a formal research paper analyzing a single topic in United States History 1492-1900. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
 

 

TITLE: United States History I 

COURSE NO: (H) 0416 

OFFERED: Semester  

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): H 

PREREQUISITE: Minimum grade of ‘A’ in World History (CPA) or ‘B’ in World History (H) 

GRADE(S): 10 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  United States History I (H) is a class designed to challenge the serious college 

bound student. The course covers the history of the United States from Colonization to the turn of the twentieth 

century.  Special emphasis will be placed on the Constitution. Students will make connections between the 

present day and historical events and trends.  Students taking this course will be expected to increase their 

understanding of fundamental civic concepts, knowledge of geography, and skills in reading and analyzing 

primary sources, graphs and cartoons.  In addition, students will acquire a broad knowledge of current events, 

specialized social studies vocabulary, and economic concepts. United States History I (H) requires extensive 

reading of texts and supplemental secondary sources, and will focus particularly on developing skills in reading 

and analyzing primary sources.  Students may also create original written, oral, and visual presentations, engage 
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in simulations and formal debates, and write formal and informal essays.  Active participation in class activities 

and discussions is essential to success in this class.  All students will be required to write a formal research 

paper analyzing a single topic in United States History 1492-1900. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
 

 

TITLE: United States History II 

COURSE NO.: (CPA) 0423 (CP) 0424 

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): CPA, CP 

PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of United States History I 

GRADE(S): 11 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  This course will focus on the development of United States history and 

government from 1900 to the present.  The course will emphasize understanding the forces that have shaped 

modern American society and the role of the United States in international affairs.  Students will make 

connections between the present day and historical events and trends.  Students taking this course will be 

expected to increase their understanding of fundamental civic concepts, knowledge of geography, and skills in 

reading and analyzing primary sources, graphs, and cartoons.  In addition, students will acquire a broad 

knowledge of current events, specialized social studies vocabulary and economic concepts.  All students will be 

required to write a formal research paper analyzing a single topic in United States history from 1900 to the 

present. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
 

 

TITLE: United States History II 

COURSE NO: (H) 0417 

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): H 

PREREQUISITE: Minimum grade of ‘B’ in United States History I (CPA) or ‘C’ in United States  

                                    History I (H)                

GRADE(S):                11 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:   United States History II (H) is a class designed to challenge the serious college 

bound student. This course will focus on the development of United States History and Government from 1900 

to the present.  The course will emphasize understanding the forces that have shaped modern American society 
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and the role of the United States in international affairs.  Students will make connections between the present 

day and historical events and trends.  Students taking this course will be expected to increase their 

understanding of fundamental civic concepts, knowledge of geography, and skills in reading and analyzing 

primary sources, graphs and cartoons.  In addition, students will acquire a broad knowledge of current events, 

specialized social studies vocabulary and economic concepts.  United States History II (H) requires extensive 

reading of texts and supplemental secondary sources, and will focus particularly on developing skill in reading 

and analyzing primary sources.  Students may also create original written, oral, and visual presentations, engage 

in simulations and formal debates, and write formal and informal essays.  Active participation in class activities 

and discussions is essential to success in this class.  All students will be required to write a formal research 

paper analyzing a single topic in United States History from 1900 to the present. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
 

 

TITLE: Advanced Placement United States History 

COURSE NO: (AP) 0412 

OFFERED: Full Year  

CREDIT: 10 Credits 

LEVEL(S): AP 

PREREQUISITES: Minimum grade of ‘A’ in World History (CPA) or successful completion of World 

History (H), and teacher recommendation.  

GRADE(S): 10-11 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This ten credit course is designed for students who will be taking either the 

United States History SAT Subject Test and/or the AP United States History Exam.  The course covers the 

history of the United States from Colonization to the present.  It will provide analytic skills and factual 

knowledge to prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses.  In keeping with the 

History/Social Studies Department guideline, all students taking this course will be required to write one 

research paper for the course. By enrolling in this course, students are committing to taking the Advanced 

Placement Exam in May.  Financial assistance with exam fees is available for those students in need. Students 

should see his or her guidance counselor to receive assistance.   
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
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ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 

TITLE:   Advanced Placement Comparative Government and Politics 

COURSE NO:  (AP) 0445 

OFFERED:  1st Semester 

CREDIT:  5 Credits 

LEVEL(S):  AP 

PREREQUISITES:  Minimum grade of ‘B’ in United States History II (H) or a ‘C’ in AP United States       

History                       

GRADE(S):  11-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Advanced Placement (AP) Comparative Government and Politics is a course 

designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts of politics.  This course aims to illustrate the rich 

global diversity of political life, to show available institutional and governmental alternatives, to explain the 

differences that exist in processes and policy outcomes of different countries, to examine various economic 

systems, and to communicate to students the importance of international political and economic changes. The 

core concepts of AP Comparative Government and Politics will focus around the examination and investigation 

of China, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia.  Students who enroll in this course will: 
 

a) Develop a working understanding of major comparative political concepts and themes 

b) Analyze and interpret basic data relevant to comparative government and politics 

c) Compare and contrast political institutions and political cultures across countries and the world 
 

By enrolling in this course, students are committing to taking the Advanced Placement Exam in May.  Financial 

assistance with exam fees is available for those students in need.  Students should see his or her guidance 

counselor to receive assistance. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE: Advanced Placement Psychology 

COURSE NO:  (AP) 0440 

OFFERED:  2nd Semester 

CREDITS:   5 Credits 

LEVEL(S):  AP 

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Principles of Psychology or Anatomy and Physiology 

GRADE(S):  12 
  

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: The Advanced Placement Psychology course expands students' understanding 

of the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and animals. 

Students also learn about the ethics and methods used by psychologists in their science and practice.  AP 

Psychology students should have a strong understanding of the anatomical structure and function of the human 

brain, the endocrine system, the sensory system, and of the scientific method.  Students investigate the 

psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology.  
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During the course, students apply their previous knowledge of the central nervous and endocrine systems to 

case studies, and independent field work.  Additionally, students study the therapeutic and pharmacological 

treatments for mental illnesses that are introduced in the Principles of Psychology course.  Students will analyze 

current events and contemporary trends in human behavior based upon their prior knowledge of the human 

mind.  By enrolling in this course, students are committing to taking the Advanced Placement Exam in May.  

Financial assistance with exam fees is available for those students in need.  Students should see his or her 

guidance counselor to receive assistance. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
 

 

TITLE: Art History 

COURSE NO: (H) 0464 (CPA) 0465 

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): H, CPA 

PREREQUISITIES: Course is available to all juniors and seniors in good standing. However, preference will 

be given to those who have completed U.S. History II.  

GRADE(S): 11-12   
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Art History is a course designed for students who would enjoy learning more 

about specific time periods in history through the study of different mediums of art.  This course will cover 

material chronologically, beginning with Ancient Greece and ending with Post-Modernist contemporary artists. 

The course will spend the most time on Renaissance art to the 21st century. In addition, we will explore global 

arts which may include Africa, the ancient North and South Americas, and Asia. Throughout the year, students 

will be guided by the following essential questions; What is art and how is it made? Why and how does art 

change? What can we learn from the relationship between art and historical events and trends?  
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technologies appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 

 
 

TITLE: Conflict and Coexistence: World Religions and the Religious History of the U.S.  

(Offered 2019-2020) 

COURSE NO: (H) 0450 (CPA) 0451  

OFFERED: 2nd Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): H, CPA 

 



61 

 

PREREQUISITIES: Course is available to all juniors and seniors in good standing. However, preference will 

be given to those who have completed U.S. History II.  

GRADE(S): 11-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course examines the impact of religion on global politics, international 

relations, and U.S. domestic/foreign policy.  The first half of the course focuses on the major religions of the 

world and their global impact on political and cultural history.  The second half of the course examines the 

religious experience of Americans from the colonial era to the present. Emphasis will be placed on key episodes 

in American religious history that highlight important themes and major turning points that have impacted U.S. 

political and cultural history. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE: Dynamics of Democracy: Connecting to Communities 

COURSE NO: (H) 0470 (CPA) 0471  

OFFERED: 2nd Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): H, CPA 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of or concurrent enrollment in United States History II or 

successful completion of AP United States History, as well as teacher recommendation.   

GRADE(S): 12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  This non-traditional civics course engages students in the classic struggle of 

American democracy: how to balance the rights and responsibilities of individuals with the needs of society as a 

whole.  Topics in American government are studied through a philosophical and practical lens with an emphasis 

on local issues and the philosophy of democracy and citizenship.  Students investigate course content through 

instructional fieldwork, simulations, guest speakers, research, readings, class discussions and community 

service learning (CSL) projects.  Since CSL is a major component of this course, students may need 

transportation to cooperating community sites and must exhibit positive citizenship behavior. 
 

Content includes the study of current public policy issues in the Tantasqua communities and Massachusetts, as 

well as the mission and work of the following community institutions: police and court system, public and 

private community agencies, local government offices, and state agencies that have an impact on our local 

communities. Guest speakers from the private and public sector provide insight into the practical aspects of the 

dynamics of democracy.  Students of all abilities should find this course challenging and informative. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
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TITLE: Economics 

COURSE NO: (H) 0462 (CPA) 0463 

OFFERED: Semester, Alternate Day 

CREDIT: 2.5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): H, CPA 

PREREQUISITES: Course is available to all juniors and seniors in good standing.  However, preference will 

be given to those who have completed U.S. II.  Sophomores who have successfully 

completed their 1st Semester of AP U.S. History may also enroll.  

GRADE(S): 11-12 
 

DESCRIPTON OF COURSE: This course introduces the fundamentals of both macro and micro economics.  

Students will acquire a working knowledge of the nature of capital, production, distribution, and consumption; 

the role of government in both a free and controlled economy, the nature and function of credit and banking, the 

relationship of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to economic growth, the business cycle and attempts to control 

it.  Independent research and projects are expected to be completed by all students which should reflect the 

ability to think abstractly and to communicate information in a clear and effective manner through the written 

word, classroom discussions, and presentations. THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER 

ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
 

 

TITLE: Global Challenges for the 21st Century (Offered 2019-2020) 

COURSE NO:  (H) 0492 (CPA) 0493  

OFFERED:   Semester 

CREDIT:  5 Credits 

LEVEL(S):  H, CPA 

PREREQUISITES: Course is available to all juniors and seniors in good standing. However, preference will 

be given to those who have completed U.S. History II.   

GRADE(S):  11-12      
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course examines recent history and contemporary challenges facing 

countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Middle East, and their implications for the United States.  Topics may 

include: the emerging economic and political power of China and Russia; the Israeli-Palestinian conflict;  

Genocide; the Modern Middle East; the rise of Radical Islamism; and the War on Terrorism. Students will 

examine the history of these challenges and conflicts, analyze current developments, and make predictions and 

recommendations for the future.  Students will explore these regions and issues in greater depth than is possible 

in the World History classes and will acquire skills associated with analyzing global conflicts and controversies.  

Assigned readings from textbooks, primary source documents, periodicals and newspapers, selected films, and 

individual and group research projects will equip students to approach these questions from different 

perspectives.  Active class participation is essential as students are expected to develop and communicate their 

own conclusions on significant international issues, make presentations, and take part in debates and 

simulations.   
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Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE: Principles of Psychology 

COURSE NO.: (H) 0436 (CPA) 0437  

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDITS: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): H, CPA 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of US History II   

GRADE(S): 12  
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  The purpose of Principles of Psychology is to introduce students to the 

systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes.  Students will be exposed to the psychological 

facts, principles, and phenomena associated within the bio-psychological, cognitive, developmental, and 

sociocultural domains of psychology. They will also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science  

and practice.  Different methods and strategies will be used to actively involve students in this learning process.  

Some of these include experiments, problem solving group work, writing for understanding, oral presentations, 

news journals, and student notebooks.  Some of the topics covered in psychology include the following: the 

biological bases of behavior; learning; growth and development; motivation, emotion, and stress; personality 

and assessment; and psychological disorders.  
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
 

 

TITLE: Sociology 

COURSE NO: (CPA) 0431  

OFFERED: Semester  

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

LEVEL(S): CPA 

PREREQUISITES: Course is available to all juniors and seniors in good standing. However, preference will 

be given to those who have completed U.S. History II.  

GRADE(S): 11-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Sociology is the systematic study of human society and social interaction. 

Sociologists develop theories of how human behavior is shaped by group life, and how, in turn, group life is 

affected by individuals. Sociological inquiry about society and human behavior will provide students with new 

ways of approaching problems in everyday life, as well as promoting understanding of people and cultures 

throughout the world. Active student learning will include research projects, current event article analysis 
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relating to our sociology subjects, video simulation exercises, group discussions, audio-visual presentations, 

small group projects, research assignments, oral presentations, and the integration of Google Classroom.   
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE: Wars and Revolutions  

COURSE NO: (H) 0486 (CPA) 0487  

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT:  5 Credits 

LEVEL(S):  H, CPA 

PREREQUISITES: Course is available to all juniors and seniors in good standing. However, preference will 

be given to those who have completed U.S. History II.   

GRADE(S): 11-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  Wars and Revolutions is a non-traditional history course designed to study 

modern wars and revolutions through research, presentation and competitive class debates.  The main focus of 

this history class will be Ireland, Israel and Iraq/Afghanistan.  The war component of the course will compare 

and contrast the conventional wars of the twentieth century (WWI and WWII, etc.) with guerilla wars (Ireland, 

Afghanistan, etc.) and use this knowledge to study current conflicts (Israel, Iraq etc.). Students will investigate 

the causes and results of wars and revolutions through debates and historical simulation games. Class 

assessments are primarily research projects, presentations, and debating. The course is designed for highly 

motivated students who take an interest in the events of the past and how they connect to today. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:   We the People: Law and Civics in America  

COURSE NO:   (H) 0478 (CPA) 0479 

OFFERED:   Semester 

CREDIT:   5 Credits 

LEVEL(S):   H, CPA 

PREREQUISITES:  Course is available to all juniors and seniors in good standing. However, preference will 

be given to those who have completed U.S. History II.   

GRADE(S):   11-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course uses real life and hypothetical legal situations and hands on debates, 

mock trials, simulations, and discussions to teach students about various aspects of the law and its role in the 
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everyday lives of teens and young adults in the United States today. It specifically focuses on practical areas of 

the law that will prove useful to students entering college or the “real world.” Finally, the course expands upon 

the fundamental rights and responsibilities of American citizens and provides students with the information and 

tools necessary to become knowledgeable and active citizens in today’s ever-changing society. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Utilize media & technology appropriately to both gather and share information 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 
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