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Guidance Department 

 

Mrs. Kendra Cantrell 

Mrs. Cantrell is the Guidance Director at Tantasqua and has 

worked in the Guidance Department at Tantasqua since 2009. She 

received a double major in English and Drama, with a minor in the 

Honors Program from Ithaca College in 2003. After college, Mrs. 

Cantrell was an English and Drama teacher in Arizona, as well as a 

Director of Human Resources for a home health care agency, 

before moving back home to Massachusetts. Once Mrs. Cantrell 

decided she wanted to be a guidance counselor, she attended 

graduate school at Assumption College and received her Master’s 

Degree in School Counseling in 2009. Mrs. Cantrell loves being a 

guidance counselor, as it is an extremely rewarding profession and 

the students are a joy to be around. In her free time, Mrs. Cantrell 

enjoys spending time with her husband, daughter Violet, and son 

Elliott, as well as cooking, shopping, reading, and traveling.  

 

Mrs. Audrey Coonan 

Mrs. Coonan has been a counselor at Tantasqua since 2000. 

As an undergraduate, she received her B.A. from Western 

New England University in Psychology and her Master’s 

Degree from Assumption College in Counseling Psychology 

in 1992.  Mrs. Coonan worked at Mount Wachusett 

Community College as a transfer counselor for two years, 

which is when she decided she wanted to be a high school 

guidance counselor. She then moved on to work for the 

Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty of 

Children (MSPCC) and with the Department of Youth 

Services as a clinical mental health counselor for five years. 

After her work at MSPCC, Mrs. Coonan began working at 

the UNUM insurance company, where she was a psychiatric 

disability consultant. Mrs. Coonan is passionate about being 

a guidance counselor at Tantasqua because of the high 

school students that she gets to work with. In her free time, 

she loves spending time with her husband, Dan, and 

daughters, Taylor and Peyton and enjoys traveling and 

spending time at the beach. 

 



 

 

Mrs. Cristina Finn 

Mrs. Finn joined the Guidance Department as our School 

Social Worker in 2015.  She received her BA in Psychology, 

with a minor in Dance, from the State University of New York 

at Geneseo in 1994 and a Master’s in Social Work from the 

State University of New York at Albany in 1997.  Mrs. Finn 

has spent her career as a clinical social worker in a variety of 

medical, mental health, and educational settings.  She 

previously worked with children with chronic illness at 

Children’s Hospital Boston and most recently was the Lead 

Clinician in Counseling Services at Anna Maria College.  Mrs. 

Finn was drawn to the team atmosphere at Tantasqua and is 

enthusiastic about her role supporting its students.  She and her 

husband are the busy parents of 2 sons and a daughter and 

enjoy trying to keep up with all of their activities.  She also 

loves spending time with her two dogs, running, reading, going 

to the beach, and watching Patriots games. 

 

 

Mrs. Ann Marie Flanagan  

Mrs. Flanagan has worked as a counselor at Tantasqua since 2010. 

She earned a B.A. in Psychobiology, with minors in both 

Experimental Psychology and World Religions at Wheaton 

College in 1992, spending a semester abroad in Australia during 

her junior year. She earned her Master’s Degree from Assumption 

College in 2010 in School Counseling. Before coming to 

Tantasqua, Mrs. Flanagan worked at Vista Chemical Company in 

Mansfield, MA for almost four years in the Inside Sales 

department. After her job at Vista, she worked as a chiropractor’s 

assistant at Kelly Boulevard Chiropractic in Plainville, MA. Mrs. 

Flanagan loves working as a counselor at Tantasqua because she 

enjoys helping students transition to high school and setting them 

up for success. Mrs. Flanagan enjoys running and spends her free 

time with her husband Bill and their three children: Brian, Sean, 

and Lauren. 

 

 



 

Mr. Chris Hinckley 

Mr. Hinckley has been a guidance counselor at Tantasqua since 

2002. He went to Utah State University for his undergraduate 

degree and received a B.S. in Psychology and his teaching 

certificate in secondary education. Mr. Hinckley then received 

his Master’s Degree in Counseling Psychology at Anna Maria 

College in 1985. His first job was at Eagle Hill School in 

Hardwick, MA where he was a school guidance counselor for 25 

years. He then came to Tantasqua and has been a counselor here 

for 12 years. Mr. Hinckley enjoys all of the great students and 

people he gets to work with on a daily basis. Athletics, biking, 

and photography are just a few of his hobbies. Mr. Hinckley has 

competed in 6 world championship triathlons, traveling as far as 

New Zealand to compete!   

 

 

Ms. Jillian McDiarmid 

Ms. McDiarmid is the newest Guidance Counselor to join the 

Tantasqua team, starting at the beginning of the 2016-17 school 

year. Ms. McDiarmid began her career as guidance counselor in 

Springfield, MA where she worked since 2014. Ms. McDiarmid is 

a graduate of Minnechaug Regional High School in Wilbraham, 

MA. She continued her educational career at Roger Williams 

University in Bristol, Rhode Island. There, she received a 

Bachelor of Arts degree with a double major in Secondary 

Education and History. After graduating she went on to 

Springfield College and earned a Master of Education degree in 

School Counseling in December 2014. Ms. McDiarmid is excited 

to work with the students at Tantasqua to help them navigate their 

high school experience and ultimately find their post high school 

paths! Ms. McDiarmid grew up participating in dance and 

gymnastics, two activities she still enjoys. She also loves to travel, 

everything Disney, going to the beach, watching Patriots football 

games, and spending time with family and friends.  

 

 

 

 



 

Mrs. Maryrose O’Neil 

Mrs. O’Neil is our Technical Division counselor at Tantasqua since 

2012. She received her Master’s Degree at Anna Maria College in 

2003, with an undergraduate degree in liberal arts and music in 

2000. She has held many previous positions in the counseling 

profession, such as a recreational therapist for the elderly and an 

outreach clinician for adults with major mental illnesses. Mrs. 

O’Neil has also worked with adolescents in the Department of 

Youth Services. Mrs. O’Neil knew she wanted to become a 

guidance counselor because she enjoys education and working with 

children. In her free time, she enjoys keeping up with her music by 

singing in a band and playing guitar. Mrs. O’Neil juggles her busy 

career with her two boys.  

 

 

Mrs. Nancy Sawyer 

Mrs. Sawyer has been a guidance counselor at Tantasqua since 

1997. She went to Worcester State for both her undergraduate 

and graduate work. Mrs. Sawyer received a B.A. in English and 

was certified as a reading specialist. Her Master’s Degree in 

Education was completed in 1977. While in college, she spent 

time student teaching in a 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade classroom helping 

students learn how to read. Mrs. Sawyer was hired at Tantasqua 

in 1977, first as a reading teacher. She then transitioned to the 

English department and taught for twenty three years, teaching 

courses such as creative writing and American literature. Mrs. 

Sawyer then moved to a full time position as a School-to-Career 

Program Counselor, and has been in that role for seventeen 

years. She enjoys being part of the team of supportive 

colleagues and great kids at Tantasqua. In her free time, Mrs. 

Sawyer reads, walks, and spends time with her family and four 

new grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ms. Cari Baker  

Miss Baker is a graduate student intern at Tantasqua for fall of 

2016. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology with a 

minor in Communication Sciences & Disorders at Worcester 

State University in 2015. Currently, she is in her 2
nd

 year at 

Assumption College earning her Master’s degree in School 

Counseling & Adjustment Counseling and will graduate this 

May. Throughout college, Miss Baker has worked at Seven Hills 

Foundation as an activities specialist for an adult day program 

and has been a part time waitress at Barber’s Crossing in 

Leicester. She enjoys spending her time with friends, dance, 

golfing with her dad, shopping, caring for her grandpa, and 

traveling. She loves working with people, is looking forward to 

working with students for the first time, and most importantly 

hopes to make a difference in the guidance department at 

Tantasqua.  

 

 

Mrs. Deb Blom  

Mrs. Blom has been the Administrative Assistant for the 

Guidance Department since 2009. She attended South High 

School and went directly on to a two-year program at Salter 

Secretarial School. Beginning in 1982, Mrs. Blom spent three 

and a half years in the Dominican Republic teaching 

kindergarten. Upon her return to the States, she worked in the 

medical field for a number of years before finally settling here 

at Tantasqua.  She loves working at the high school, as she 

greatly enjoys interacting with the students and being able to 

help them with whatever they may need. In her free time, Mrs. 

Blom enjoys spending time with her friends and family, 

especially her granddaughter Lilly and grandson Harrison, as 

well as riding all over New England (and even the Caribbean) 

on her Harley Davidson with her husband. 

 


