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Grade 1 
Theme: True Stories and Folk Tales from America and from Around the World 

* Numbers correspond to Learning Standards from the Massachusetts History and Social Science Framework  Augsust, 2003  pp.16 
DISCIPLINES: H= History                           G= Geography  E= Economics   C= Civics and government 

With guidance, a student  will demonstrate 
an understanding of the following 
vocabulary/concepts: 
 
Identify temporal sequences such as days, 
weeks, months, years, and seasons.   
Recognize the existence of changing 
historical periods (other times, other 
places).(H) 
 
Use correctly words and phrases related to 
time (now,  in the past, in the future) 
 
Define and locate the North and South Poles 
and the equator. (G) 
 
Define and give examples of a continent, 
mountain, river, lake, and ocean. (G) 
 
Identify cardinal directions (north, east, 
south, west) and apply them to maps, 
locations in the classroom, school, 
playground, and community. (G) 
 
Describe a map as a representation of a 
space, such as the classroom, the school, the 
neighborhood, town, city, state, country, or 
world. (G) 
 
Give examples that show the meaning of the 
following words: politeness, achievement, 
courage, honesty, and reliability. (C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES* 
With guidance, a student  will be able to: 
 
1.1  Locate Washington, D.C., and identify it as the capital of the 
United States of America; locate Boston and identify it as the capital 
of Massachusetts. (G) 
 

1.2  Identify the current President of the United States, describe what 
presidents do, and explain that they get their authority from a vote by 
the people. (H, C) 

 
1.3  Identify and explain the meaning of American national symbols. 
(H, C) the American flag, the bald eagle, the White House and the 
Statue of Liberty. 

1.4  Recite the Pledge of Allegiance, to explain its general meaning, 
and to sing national songs such as America the Beautiful, My Country, 
’tis of Thee, God Bless America, and The Star Spangled Banner and 
explain the general meaning of the lyrics. (H, C)  
 
1.5 Give reasons for celebrating the events or people commemorated 
in national and Massachusetts holidays.   On a calendar for the current 
year, identify the months for Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans’ 
Day, Thanksgiving, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Presidents’ Day, 
Patriots’ Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, and Independence Day. (H, 
C, G) 

1.6  Read dates on a calendar and associate them with days of the 
week. (H) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES 
 
Students will demonstrate their knowledge/skill 
by: 
 
1.2 Draw a picture of the president of the United 
States and a leader or official from our 
community.  Describe the duties of the officials 
in a sentence.  
 
1.3 Identify and create pictures of patriotic symbols 
for the class to vote on a s a class symbol.  
 
1.5 Draw and color a picture of a person who is 
remembered on  a special holiday and a picture 
illustrating why they are remembered in this special 
way.  
 
1.6 Choose one of the following: 
• Draw four pictures showing how the same area 

landscape would change during the four seasons. 
• Draw pictures of an outdoor scene showing a 

tree and the students.  Label the drawing for the 
appropriate season.  

• Create a picture of a seasonal scene including a 
person wearing clothing appropriate to an 
activity during that season.  

 
SUGGESTED TEACHING STRATEGIES & 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Map Center  with Puzzles, Manipulatives 
Read Alouds                            Class Books 
Problem Solving Initiatives    Group Activities       
Art/Music integrations            Role Play                  
Map Activities        Language Experience stories   
Plays                       Interdisciplinary Activities 
Class Voting    Recreate the US flag 
Monthly calendar (reinforce math concepts) 
Compare/contrast family traditions and 
celebrations 
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Students will demonstrate an understanding 
of the following vocabulary/concepts:: 
 
Products,  goods, ( objects that people buy 
such as a new coat, pair of shoes, game) 
 
Services actions that one pays another to do 
for you e.g., fix the car, clean teeth, prepare a 
meal  
 
 
 
 
RELATED WEBSITES:  
www.econedlink.org/ 
www.MarcoPolo.com have the following 
related activities: 
   We Are Consumers and Producers 
   Community Helpers are at your Service 
   Delivering the Goods 
    Why It’s Essential 
   In Like a Lion 
   Can Plants Tell Time? 
   Lessons in Courage 
   The Dr. King Timeline page 
   Norman Rockwell's Curiosity Shop
 
 
RELATED SOFTWARE: 
Neighborhood Map Machine by Tom Snyder 
Trudy’s Time and Place by Edmark 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES* 
With guidance, students will be able to: 
 
1.7  Give reasons for noting the days that mark the changes in 
seasons. (G) 

1.8    Describe the main characters and their qualities after reading or 
listening to folktales, legends, and stories from America and from 
around the world. (H) 

1.9 Describe their qualities or distinctive traits after reading or 
listening to stories about famous Americans of different ethnic groups, 
faiths, and historical periods. (H, C) 

1.10 Explain that Americans have a variety of different religious, 
community, and family celebrations and customs, and describe 
celebrations or customs held by members of the class and their 
families. (H) 

1.11 Give examples of products and services that people can buy and 
use.  Explain why they have to make choices (because they have 
limited money.) 

 

 

SUGGESTED INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS & REOSURCES 
 
Journey Around  Boston from A to Z by Martha 
Zschock  Commonwealth Editions Beverly, MA 
2001 
Red, White Blu and Uncle Who? The Story 
Behind Some of America’s Patriotic Symbols by 
Teresa Bateman 
 
Purple Mountain Majesty by Barbara Younger 
 
Dear World  by Takayo Noda 
 
From Sea to Shining Sea by Amy L. Cohn 
 
Can You Guess My Name? Traditional Tales 
Around the World  by Judy Sierra 
 
My Great Aunt Arizona  by Gloria Houston 
 
Abe Lincoln Remembers by Ann Turner 
 
Children Just Like Me by Barnabas and Anabel 
Kindersley 
 
Sacred Places by Philemon Sturges 
 
Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 
 
The Oxcart Man by Donald Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


