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APRIL 

1st  -  Report Cards sent home 

4th  -  Art Show @ High School  5-8 

7th  -  Half Day/BRIMFIELD ONLY/Good Friday 

11th  -  PTO Meeting @ 3:30 

17th  -  21st  -   Spring  Break 

25th  -  School Committee Meeting    

Upcoming May dates: 

May 1st -  5th  -  Staff Appreciation Week 

May 4th  -  3rd & 4th Field trip to THS/Little Mermaid 

May 5th  -  Kindergarten Orientation (No Kindergarten) 

May 12th  -   PD/Half Day 

May 18  -  1st Field trip/Springfield Science Museum 

May 19th  -    Great East (Band) Festival; and 

Preschool Screening 

May 22nd  -  Kindergarten Screening (No Kindergarten) 

May 26th  -  2nd -  CT Science Ctr Hill field trip 

May 29th  -  Memorial Day—No School 

May 31st   -   Talent Show 

 

 

April 2023 Brimfield Elementary 
This month we are celebrating Spring at Brimfield Elementary School ! 

All students, regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, limited English proficiency, national 

origin, sexual orientation, disability, or housing status, have equal access to the general education pro-

gram and the full range of any occupational/vocational education programs offered by the district.   
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As we look at the calendar for the remaining weeks of school, there are 

many fun and exciting activities planned. Here are a few of the events that 

are on our calendar: 

 

May 1-5:  Staff Appreciation Week 

May 5:  Kindergarten Orientation 

May 19:  PK Screening 

May 22:   Kindergarten Screening 

 

June 12:  Field Day 

June 16:  6th Grade Graduation 

June 20:  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL! 
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              Mrs. Winiarski 

 The preschoolers are ready for spring. We will be observing signs of spring 
by going on nature walks and drawing/writing our observations. Our favorite 
read was “Run Away Bunny” by Margaret Wise Brown. The preschoolers 
enjoyed retelling our favorite part. Next, we will read “It Looked like Spilt 
Milk” by Charles G. Shaw and create clouds that look like things. Have fun 
observing things you can see in the clouds with your children at home! 

As we approach the month of May we will be learning about plants, their 
parts and things that grow all around us. For fun we will be planting our 
own seeds and watching them grow before our eyes. We will begin to enjoy 
early literacy groups and math groups that have to do with spring. Look for 
our Baby Animal & Earth exploration activities. 
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Mrs. Margwarth and Mrs. Timmins 

   

Spring has finally sprung and it will be a busy one for kindergarten! 

 

In science, we have been learning about living and nonliving things. We just complet-

ed our unit on animals and plants and what they need to live and grow. We kicked off 

our Earth Day study by reading “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss and discussing how to help 

our Earth. We will learn different ways to reduce, reuse, and recycle. The students 

will be planting seeds and watching them grow. Then, they will be able to take their 

plants home to plant outside! 

 

Continuing our theme of things growing and changing, our next Wonders unit focus-

es on growing up and the responsibilities that come with preparing to be first graders. 

 

Happy Spring!  
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                  Mrs. Paulhus, Ms. Williams 

 
 
 
The First graders welcomed the season of spring by writing a 
book called “ I Knew It was Spring “. First we listed spring nouns 
and then thought of verbs and adjectives to describe them. The 
children then put all the words together with beautiful illustra-
tions about spring. 
 
We are looking forward to our field trip to the Springfield Science 
Museum on May 18th . The children will explore the many exhib-
its at the science and Dr. Seuss museum as well as visiting the 
Spark Lab where they will get to be inventors and seeing a reptile 
show.   
 
During these last few months of the year, the children get ready to 
be second graders. Not only are we sharpening our reading and 
math skills but we are also are working on expected behaviors for 
second grade such as working quietly, completing our work neat-
ly and on time. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone at our end of the year cele-
bration! 
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                                     Mrs. Cizik, Mrs. Reilly 
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               Miss Boyd,  Mrs. Ruzzo,  Mrs. Waugh 
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                            Mrs. Genatossio,  Mr. Trudeau 
 

Fourth Graders can’t wait for Spring! 
 

Sunny skies, in the daylight. 

 

People playing outside on the beautiful day. 

 
Roses blooming in the gardens. 

 

Ice cold rain pouring from the skies above. 

 

Nice weather and beautiful flowers, almost every day 

 

Good smell of the flowers walking by lawns and gardens. 

 

By Luke Martin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunny days are good for Earth and for energy.  

 

Plants need sunlight to stay good and strong 

 

Rainbows come a lot in the spring and the summer but mostly in  

the spring. 

 

In the spring animals come out of their cave and they come out of  

their hibernation in the winter.    

 

Nice weather is most common in the spring but some days it’s  

rainy.  

Green is a color that you must see in the spring because the plants are 
not dying.  

 

By Jameson Mongeon 
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Sunny skies, skies are blue, spring is here. 

 

People laughing and rolling in sand and dirt, spring is here 

 
Roses and blossoms falling from the sky, mixing with the  

beauty of the glittering sun, spring is here. 

 

Islands and lands of many kinds have blooming roses and blush  

pink blossoms, spring is here 

 

None of the people are sad or mad they see strawberries and  

flowers of many kinds, spring is here. 

 

Glad, joyful, happy, we all love spring sunny skies, blue moon,  

blush roses and many more to spring, spring is here. Here  

for many more to see. Many more to enjoy. 

 

By Mila Gray-Storey  

 

 

 

 

Sunny days and blue skies with birds flying by. 

 

Pollen in bright, big, beautiful flowers. 

 
Red loving roses people can pick. 

 

Iris flowers we can pick and enjoy for decorations. 

 

Nuts and acorns on the ground for squirrels to eat. 

 

Green grass with bugs crawling around trying to make homes. 

 

By Mackenna Chaffee 
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Spring is when the flowers bloom 

Pollen floats in the air 

Roses grow in the spring, their thorns tell you to beware 

In the spring, bees come out again going from flower to     

 flower spreading pollen 

New animals come, new babies meet their mothers  

Growing flowers and new birth are found in the spring 

 

By Ava Moore 
 
 

Leaves are green on the bushes 

Inquisitive people wondering about the flowers  

Lovely flowers have a scent that is fresh 

Ants are eating the leaves 

Cute small petals are pretty 
 

By Maycie Sypek 
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Spring brings soccer season 

Perfect sunshine from the sun 

Rain brings worms for the birds 

It brings new colorful flowers 

New baby animals 

Green grass is all around 

By Carlos Ciciliano 

 
 
 

Flowing water reaches the roots 

Lilacs enjoy the warm weather 

Oh the flowers are beautiful! 

Wild flowers are growing everywhere 

Every flower is getting taller 

Rain let's the flowers grow 

 

By  Julia Metterville 
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                                           Mrs. Berry, Mrs. Rose 

English Language Arts   

We continue to work in small groups to achieve our learning goals.  We read challenging texts at 
independent levels, build background knowledge, and address individual learning needs during 
small group rotations.  We are happy to have completed our ELA MCAS at the beginning of 
April.   

Literature: As a class, we are reading our latest read-aloud book.  Holes by Louis Sachar. It has 
grasped the attention of all students due to how entertaining and creative the author is.  After lis-
tening to the adventure of the main character, students will be able to choose which one of the 
three prompts they wanted to complete their response to.  Providing a choice will be appealing to 
everyone; students will enjoy which direction they want to take their writing.     

MATH 

This spring, 5th grade will take the Math MCAS test during the last week in April! The students 
will be working to review the concepts that were covered throughout the year. Many different ac-
tivities will be used to reinforce and practice the math concepts. Here are just a few! 

S- Shapes and their properties! A square can be a rectangle but a rectangle can’t be a square! 

P- Pull up a chair to the computer! Constructed Response fun! 

R- Ready, Set, Go…..it’s time for decimal and fraction stations! 

I- Isosceles Triangles are just one type we will focus on! Can you name the other two? 

N- Numbers, Numbers, Numbers! Students will be shown tips to avoid calculation errors! 

G- Get in the “Hot Seat” to race against others and show how to solve a problem! 
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                                        Mrs. Berry, Mrs. Rose 

 

 

SCIENCE 

We have ventured full force into another unit of fifth grade science.  Students are using a variety 
of methods to explore the Earth and Space Science domain.  We will be using models and small 
experiments to develop an understanding of concepts. The nice weather will allow us to use the 
outdoors as part of our learning platform while we investigate our universe!   

SOCIAL STUDIES 

We are in progress towards completing our social studies colony projects.  It has been so much 
fun taking a dive into the past and being able to see how things were back then and compare 
them to time now.  Students are surprised to learn of the simplicity of the colonial 
times.                                        
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       Mrs. Culverwell, Mrs. Lataille 

 

Our 6th graders are currently preparing themselves for the upcoming 
MCAS exams this April & May.  We will be using the laptops in both ELA 
and Math to practice computer skills and navigate the MCAS practice 
tests.  With all of the practice reading passages, applying strategies to an-
swer multiple choice & open response questions that they have done all 
year, we hope the students’ scores will reflect their efforts!    

In addition, we will be reading the book Where the Red Fern Grows 
and viewing the film as well.  Students will be making comparisons be-
tween each.  This book always leads to many great collaborative discus-
sions.  The students will be able to pick a theme portrayed in the book 
and find supportive text evidence through citing specific examples that il-
lustrated the theme they chose.   

IMPORTANT DATES:  

MATH MCAS–Monday & Tuesday, May 22nd & 23rd 

Beach Day–Friday, June 2nd 

Adventure Park in Storrs, CT (class trip)–Wednesday, June 7th 

JH Step-Up Day– Friday, June 9th. 

Graduation–Friday, June 16th (6pm with a dance following from 7-9pm)   

Last Day–Tuesday, June 20th 

More details to come as the dates get nearer!! 
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With the MCAS exam quickly approaching, students are brushing up on val-
uable test taking skills to help them better prepare for the computerized ex-
am. The students will use the Chromebooks to navigate the test online. The 
goal is to familiarize the students with the “tools” provided on the exam. For 
instance, students will learn how to use tools such as highlighting, answer 
eliminating, line reading, flagging, and so on. Learning how to do so in ad-
vance will make this process run smoothly and alleviate any anxiety! 
 
In the classroom, we continue to use the screen sharing tools inside the 
Google classroom, as well as SMART board technology to display student 
samples and edit peer writing in all subject areas. This has been a great 
learning tool! Students also use the Chromebooks regularly for both writing 
and researching. The students will soon be using Google Slides to create 
powerpoint presentations in Social Studies! For ELA and Social Studies, 
Mrs. Culverwell’s students can access curriculum, daily announcements, 
and other important information via her website. This is a great tool for both 
parents and students to stay on top of things. To access the site, go to the 
Brimfield Elementary School Homepage and click on the staff directory. Find 
Mrs.Culverwell’s name and you will see a red “web” link. Click and it will 
bring you to her grade 6 website! 
 
For Science, we have been using the Chromebooks as we navigate through 
our Techbooks (Discovery Education science program). This on-line text-
book incorporates videos, interactive simulations, and mini “quizzes” 
throughout the lessons. Students are becoming more independent in taking 
notes after they are given an assignment (students receive directions in a 
Google doc that detail what needs to be read, what videos to watch, what 
activities to be completed; students must often answer questions pertaining 
to the readings). Students will continue to use this program at the junior 
high. 
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Library 
 We are looking forward to our Reading Incentive Contest, the annual “April Showers Bring 
May Flowers Contest!” This is a way to celebrate all the reading we love to do and all the won-
derful books in our Library! (Ask your child if they know how many books there are in the Li-
brary…) There are 2-3 ways to win, depending on the grade level. For all Grades, one way to 
win is to read more than the students in that same grade read last year. When we do that, a Rain-
bow appears by the Cloud over our Grade’s Garden. Then, We use a lot of math to figure out 
how many books our class could read in a month and then set that number as a Goal for each 
class. When we reach the Goal, a Golden Flower appears in the Garden. Finally, in Grades 3-6, 
the class that makes the most “flowers” in their Garden will get to go outside and plant real 
flowers in our real gardens in front of the school!  
 
This contest is meant to encourage all of the students to take time every day to enjoy reading, 
especially when so many great activities start up as the weather improves. As I tell all the stu-
dents, this is the complicated contest. Each petal represents a book or a question about a book, 
and each flower is made of 10 petals.  
 
We are currently enjoying Native American, Spring, and Letter writing stories in the Primary 
grades. 
 
Computer 
 
in Grades 3-6, We are currently working on a Unit on Presentation Slides through Google Slides. 
In the past kids have loved the creativity part of this unit and they just can’t stop making new 
presentations! LOL We are learning the design elements that make a good presentation, as well 
as what is appropriate for our audience.  
 
In Grades 2, we are learning to access our Tantasqua school accounts and we will be working on 
a little Keyboarding by creating a document.  
 
Grade 1 is working on sight words in the Driving Tests in Reading Eggs, while Kindergarten is 
using letter sounds. 

 

:                   Mrs. Doreika 
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      Brimfield Elementary Health Office   
          Shannen Sherman, BSN, RN 
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